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LESSON 10: THE FIELD AND THE "VADI"
"Do you know what crops grow in our village?"
6'Yes, mother; wheat, gram, bajra, tuvar, jowar, etc., according
to the season. The absence of a vadi near the village is felt very
badly. There are plenty of trees round the neighbouring village;
one enjoys roaming around them. There are neem trees, and tama-
rind trees as well. There are a few mango trees too. Some jujube
plants also grow here and there. Quite a few vegetables are also
grown in that vadi, beans, brinjals, fenugreek, Java radish, lady's
fingers, radishes and so on. Would it not be nice if the people
of our village too grew such trees?"
"Ours is a poor village. There is no unity among the residents,
so the people rest content with the crops that grow in our fields.35
"I shall certainly plant some fruit trees, at any rate, when I
grow up."
"May God fulfil your wish."
LESSON 11: HOUSEWORK
"Look here, son, you should help with the housework, just
as your sister Shanta does."
"But Shanta is a girl; a boy plays and studies."
Shanta cried out: "Do we not also wish to play and study?"
"Do I prevent you? Perhaps you like working in the home,
too."
Mother said: "Shouldn't boys work, then?"
Madhu replied: "A boy must pay more attention to his
studies, as he will have to earn a living when he grows up."
Mother said: "That is a wrong idea altogether. There is much
to learn in housework. You do not know what you can learn if
you sweep the house, help with the cooking, wash clothes and clean
utensils. You do not know how much you have to use your eyes,
hands and brain in housework. But, then, we use them without
effort and so do not know. True education consists in gradually
acquiring experience in this way. Then again, by doing housework,
you will acquire greater skill, become stronger in body and, when
you have grown up, will not be dependent on anyone. I would
say, you need to learn and do housework as much as your sister
Shanta does."
1 Farm growing fruits and vegetables